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Drunken Mermaid Oddities 
offers clothes and jewelry 
with modern style and vintage flair, 
all at an affordable price. 
 more on page 2>
What does the 
2014 
football schedule 
mean for the 
Thundering Herd 
next fall? > more on page 3
Georgia on the mind 
of Doc Holliday and 
his coaching staff
Bruce Marquis brings a 
new face and a new plan to 
The Paramount Arts Center.
>  more on page 2
Internationally known theater and 
dance company, Troika Ranch, 
“SWARM”s the Joan C. Edwards 
Playhouse with its innovative new piece. 
>  more on page 4
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By JESSICA STARKEY
THE PARTHENONLocal boutique in Hunting-ton, Drunken Mermaid Oddities, sells items with a modern style, 
but with a vintage flair, offering clothes and handmade jewelry at 
an affordable price.Owner Anna Reynolds said she 
has always had an interest in fash-
ion and jewelry making. In 2010 she started using social media to 
help get her creations out there. Four years later, she turned her 
hobby into a successful business.
“I started just making jew-
elry and putting it out there,” 
Reynolds said. “Social media has 
really helped me get the word out. Eventually my hard work really 
developed a sense of business, and 
I could make enough money to pay 
my bills and be happy.” Reynolds is always working on 
new material for the store, from 
putting her stock online, to de-signing and making new jewelry 
and even finding and redesign-
ing old jewelry and accessories. 
She focuses on selling one of a kind vintage items at a reasonable 
price.
“I try to make things that you 
can’t find anywhere else, but still 
keep it affordable,” Reynolds said. “You should be able to go to a 
store and buy a whole outfit, and 
not feel like you spent your whole 
paycheck.”Drunken Mermaid Oddities 
started just from her personal col-
lection. With a whole stock room, she has items that she says cannot 
be found anywhere else.   
“I’ve been collecting for so long, the items in my online store are 
maybe only a sixth of what I have,” 
Reynolds said. “I put everything on 
Instagram even before it goes in 
my online store. People know what 
I have before it even goes online.”  
With new items on Instagram and online every day, Drunken 
Mermaid Oddities keeps Reynolds 
working hard.
“It’s what I do every single morn-
ing,” Reynolds said. “You never 
think working for yourself will be easy, then you do it and you realize 
how busy you are.”All her items are available online at her website, Drunken Mermaid 
Oddities. 
Jessica Starkey can be con-
tacted at starkey33@marshall.
edu.
Modern style with vintage flair
Drunken Mermaid Oddities
PHOTOS COUTESY OF DRUNKEN MERMAID ODDITIES
By RACHAEL ROBERSON
THE PARTHENON
The International Film Festival will return Friday until Thursday 
to the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center, featuring films from 
Denmark, Israel, Japan, Canada, 
Cuba and the United States each 
evening. 
The festival will kick off Friday 
with a Japanese film, “Like Some-
one in Love,” at 5:30 p.m. The film 
will be presented in Japanese 
with English subtitles.Other titles included in the 
spring film festival line-up are 
Danish film, “A Royal Affair;” He-
brew film, “The Flat;” Canada 
film, “War Witch;” Cuba film, 
“Una Noche” and U.S. film, “The 
Sessions.”
The International Film Festival 
provides the opportunity for Mar-shall University students to view 
internationally prominent films 
without the burden of traveling.
In “War Witch,” a 12-year-old 
girl named Kamona is forced to commit unimaginable crimes 
when guerilla soldiers from the 
African jungle abduct her. With 
the help of a fellow soldier she 
manages to escape from the reb-
els, but not from her gory past. 
This 90-minute film will be pre-sented in French with English 
subtitles.
“Una Noche” is a film about Cu-ban teens Raul and Elio who are 
tired of dealing with upper-class 
tourists. They decide to flee Cuba 
for Miami when Raul is accused 
of assaulting a foreigner. Elio 
then faces the difficult decision of staying or leaving his twin sister 
behind.  
The International Film Festival 
will end at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 13 after the final show-
ing of the American film, “The 
Sessions.”
The full film schedule can be 
found on the Marshall Artists Se-
ries website. Tickets will be on 
sale at the Keith-Albee 15 min-
utes prior to the show time for 
$7.50. 
Rachael Roberson can be 
contacted at roberson14@mar-
shall.edu.
International Film 
Festival brings the 
world to HuntingtonBy MARK WILLIAMSTHE PARTHENONEntering into his eighth week 
as the new executive director of 
the Paramount Arts Center in Ashland, Bruce Marquis brings a stout resume to the historic 
venue. 
He has directed perform-ing arts series at the University 
of Nebraska, the University of 
Wisconsin and the University 
of Northern Iowa. He heads the Marquis Arts Consultants art 
management firm and made his 
Kennedy Center performing de-
but as a singer at age 17.  He recently served as execu-
tive director of the Bloomington Cultural District in Blooming-
ton, Ill., and headed the Gaillard 
Performance Hall Foundation in 
Charleston, S.C. 
One of his major goals as 
director is to expand the Para-mount’s reach into the area’s 
young adult market. Marquis said a major way to do that is 
to appeal to Marshall University 
students.
“There are 15,000 college stu-
dents within a 15 mile radius 
of the Paramount,” he said. “We 
are definitely looking at ways to 
reach the young adult audience. 
One of the challenges is elimi-
nating the misconception that 
the Paramount is far away from 
Marshall. It’s a 16 minute drive 
from campus to our front door.”
Lowering ticket fees, ticket 
prices and bringing in more 
emerging artists are just a few 
of the ways Marquis plans to ap-
peal to a younger demographic.
“We’ll have exciting things in 
the $20 to $30 range,” he said. 
“We want to get young artists on 
their way up, before they hit the 
arenas.” Marquis is excited about the 
Paramount’s future and the 
young adult audience with per-
formers  like “American Idol” 
winner Scotty McCreery and 
“America’s Got Talent” winner 
and West Virginia native Landau 
Murphy Jr. 
“By Scotty McCreery’s sec-
ond song, there were 900 young 
women on their feet scream-
ing,” he said. “So that was very 
encouraging.” Marquis noted a key element 
in the Paramount’s regional ap-
peal is working with local artists. 
“There will be more opportu-
nity for local artists to open for 
and integrate with on-the-rise, 
national performers,” he said. 
“We want to expand our artist 
residencies, offer workshops, lectures and master classes 
during the day, then public 
performances from the artist 
in the evenings. “He stressed that working 
with a varied array of local businesses and organizations, 
especially Marshall, was an-
other area of importance.
“We want to complement, 
not compete,” he said. “We’re 
reaching out to everyone from 
public libraries to the tech-
nical college to expand our 
ability to benefit all organi-
zations. We want to be good 
neighbors to our fellow art 
enthusiasts.”
With an upcoming schedule that includes diverse acts like 
Tracy Lawrence, “Memphis 
the Musical”, and Ben Sollee, 
the Paramount Arts Center 
remains one of the area’s bea-
cons for the performing arts.  
Mark Williams can be 
contacted at williams788@
marshall.edu. 
“One of the 
challenges is 
eliminating the 
misconception that 
the Paramount is far 
away from Marshall. 
It’s a 16 minute 
drive from campus 
to our front door.”
-Bruce Marquis
New executive director brings experience to the Paramount
SUBMITTED PHOTO
By JESSICA GUYNN
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
If you want to get a glimpse 
of Facebook’s future, download 
Paper, the social network’s new 
mobile news reader.
The app for the iPhone is part 
of what Facebook says is its big 
push to deliver “the best person-
alized newspaper in the world.”But it’s more than just an 
app for reading news. It’s Face-
book reimagined for the smaller 
screen.
Paper doesn’t just help users 
discover news on dozens of top-
ics. It can also be used by users to browse their News Feed, get 
messages and notifications, and 
search Facebook.That has led some observers to 
speculate that — if popular with 
users — Paper could become the 
new face of Facebook on mobile 
devices, one day replacing the 
current Facebook app for smart-
phones and tablets.For now, Facebook wants to 
establish Paper as the go-to news 
reader, taking on Google News, 
Twitter, mobile app Flipboard 
and LinkedIn’s Pulse. Facebook 
Inc. declined to say how many 
people have downloaded the app, 
which became available Monday.
The effort comes after Face-
book changed what kinds of news 
users see in their News Feed. In 
December, Facebook began fa-
voring what it calls “high quality” 
news publishers over viral vid-
eos and other Web content.
With Paper, users swipe to browse their News Feed or 
stories on topics including tech-
nology, sports, cooking, even 
“pride,” a section on gay rights.
The image-rich format is col-
orful and uncluttered. There are no buttons to click or menus to 
navigate. The overall experience 
is much like leafing through the 
pages of a glossy magazine, albeit 
one on a very small screen.
Paper owes that look and feel to Mike Matas and his team at Facebook Creative Labs, a new 
company initiative charged with 
coming up with new apps. Matas 
designed software for the origi-
nal iPhone. Facebook bought 
his company, Push Pop Press, in 
2011.
Paper may succeed where 
other Facebook experiments, 
such as Home software for 
Android phones and the Snap-
chat clone Poke, failed because 
it plays into how users already 
consume news and information 
on Facebook, Gartner Research 
analyst Brian Blau said.
“Many people use Facebook 
for consuming news they find in-
teresting,” Blau said. “I think the 
Facebook Paper app may have 
a bit more success than some of 
the other app failures that Face-
book has had in the past mainly because news has been a central 
tenet of the Facebook interface 
for many years.”Facebook has been working on 
developing stand-alone apps as a 
way to catch up to the emerging 
trend of apps developed for spe-
cific purposes, such as Instagram 
for photo-sharing and Snapchat 
and WhatsApp for messaging.
In 2012, when Instagram was 
surging in popularity, Facebook 
built a separate Camera app. 
Then it bought Instagram for $1 
billion in cash and stock.
In December 2012, Facebook 
launched Poke, a clone of Snap-
chat, the popular app that makes 
messages disappear after they 
are viewed. Poke flopped. Face-
book bid $3 billion for Snapchat 
Inc. but was rebuffed.Last year it redesigned its 
stand-alone Messenger app, 
which is growing in popularity.
The goal: to keep users deeply 
engaged so the company can continue to show them ads and 
command high ad prices. Last 
week, Facebook reported better-
than-expected ad sales, which 
lifted the stock to record highs.
Danny Sullivan, founding edi-
tor of Marketing Land, spent time 
playing with Paper this week. He 
said the app reminded him of the 
lush visual feel of Google Inc.’s ri-
val social network, Plus.
“Apps and consumption of media have become much more 
visual, much more focused 
around photos,” Sullivan said. 
“The existing Facebook app did 
not allow Facebook to offer that 
to users.”
Paper could become habit-
forming, Sullivan said.
“I’m intrigued by it person-
ally because I like to sit at lunch 
time and read news stories,” 
Sullivan said. “I might fire up 
the app if it delivers good news 
content.”
Facebook hopes iPhone users keep eyes glued to Paper app
C  M  Y  K   50 INCH
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WEEKEND SPORTS
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THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University Department of Intercollegiate Athletics will sponsor the 17th annual Sweetheart Clinic at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 15.The Sweetheart Clinic is a chance for girls, ages 4-12, to meet women coaches and ath-letes at Marshall at no cost to them. This program began in 1998 to recognize National Girls and Women in Sports Day. Over 2,000 girls have participated in this event since its inception and 
this year’s event is already full.After the event, the Marshall cheerleaders will invite the participants to a pizza party and a pep rally.Parents and supporters of the clinic can buy tickets for the women’s basketball game at 1 p.m. for $3. Participants of the clinic will receive free admission.Registration for participants will begin at 9:00 a.m., Feb. 15. 
The Parthenon can be 
contacted at parthenon@
marshall.edu.
Sweetheart Clinic set for Saturday
By COURTNEY SEALEY
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITORNow is your chance, Marshall Football! For the 
first time in 15 years, Mar-shall has all the elements to go undefeated for the 
first time since 1999. The Herd has an offense that can score, a defense that can dominate and a sched-ule any other C-USA team would envy.The Thundering Herd released next season’s schedule Tuesday and there were different reac-tions across the fan base. Some fans were happy and some were upset, however, no fans seem to be scared about any team we will face in 2014 season. According to a poll done by USA Today, Marshall 
finished the 2013 season ranked No. 33 among FBS schools. The Herd had 
its first 10 win season in over 10 years and only had one regular season loss in 
conference play. Compared to other schools on the schedule, Marshall leads the pack by a mile. Based on this year’s USA Today poll, MarshWall’s biggest opponent this year will be No. 48 Rice. Rice blew Marshall away at the Conference USA Champion-ship last year after clutter and excitement distracted the players from the game at hand. However, Rice had several senior starters on that championship ros-ter, whereas Marshall will only be losing a few key components to their roster. Marshall is also currently killing Rice on the recruit-ment trail. The second best team Marshall will face is C-USA new comer, Western Ken-tucky, ranking in at No. 60. It is hard to say how Western will fair next sea-son since their head coach Bobby Petrino abandoned 
them. Western will also most likely lose players due to academic eligibility after 
finishing the fall semester with a 1.9 overall GPA. The schedule only gets easier for the Herd from there. Marshall’s one con-ference loss last season was Middle Tennessee State University, ranked at No. 61 at the end of the sea-son.  Ohio University is next at No. 77 and then Akron at No. 95. The worst teams Marshall will face are Mi-ami of Ohio, Southern Miss, and University of Alabama-Birmingham, which are all ranked past No. 100. Marshall also has two op-ponents on their schedule who were not in the FBS last season. Marshall will face another new C-USA member, Ole Dominion, who made the move from FCS this year. Disappointingly, Mar-shall was supposed to face the nationally ranked 
Louisville Cardinals next season in Huntington, but due to many changings with Louisville Football they asked for a rain check and Marshall agreed. The Herd beat Louisville in Kentucky in 2011 during 
Rakeem Cato’s first year as the Herd’s quarterback. Since all the good teams already had their schedule set, Marshall had to look to FCS for a game. The Herd will now face Rhode Island in the second game of the season. Since joining FBS, the Herd has usually sched-uled a pre-season ranked opponent. That is not the case this year. That, along with the midst of confer-ence realignment gutting C-USA, has left the door open for the Herd to relive Huntington glory days of undefeated seasons and national attention. 
Courtney Sealey can be 
contacted at sealey3@
marshall.edu
Marshall football schedule 
points to undefeated season
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall Campus Rec-reation Center will sponsor a self-care technique class called MELT to encourage the use of the new methods for reducing stress, increasing energy and relieving chronic pain Sunday, Feb. 9 and Tuesday, Feb. 11. The workshop will be taught by Susan Robarts and will involve rolling a small foam ball or roller over the joints to hydrate and reduce tension and joint pain.“Once you learn this technique, you can do them on your own,” Michele Muth, assistant director of marketing and membership, said. “It’s not like you need another per-son there to do it with you.”The workshop is for sports related pain and injuries such as running, hiking and playing bas-ketball. It will focus on teaching those who attend how to use these 
techniques at home to keep joint pain down and increase energy. “People who do it over a long period of time feel better, they’re more awake, they don’t have as much joint issues,” Muth said. “It’s really good for people who do a lot of sports and older people who have a lot of joint pain.”Created by Sue Hitzmann, the MELT program has been fea-tured on the “Dr. Oz Show” and her book “The MELT Method” was a New York Times Best Seller. The concept is formed around a daily ten-minute session of rolling the foam ball or rollers along the joints to release the stress and melt away joint pain. Registration can be done at the front desk of the rec center or on their website. 
The Parthenon can be contacted 
at parthenon@marshall.edu.
MELT comes to Marshall
By SARAH CONNERS 
THE PARTHENONRenovations to the 29th 
street field, used mostly by the Marshall club sports teams, is 
set to start in May and be fin-ished by September.  Dean of Student Affairs Steve W. Hensley is supervising the project 
of 29th street field.  The field is owned by Cabell County School Board but Marshall has taken over management and up keep of the 
field as well as the renovations. Hensley said he has had suc-cessful cooperation with the Cabell Country School Board 
planning renovations for the field. 
“We’re working towards the same goal,” Hensley said. “We help them when we can and they help us so we’re certainly not competitors.”There are many obstacles to 
face with renovating the field. Hensley has gained support from President Stephen J. Kopp and the understanding that this 
playing field needs to be safe for the participating students. Hensley said renovating the 
field is a top priority and it is 
his job to find positive outlets for students to participate in.Mitch Casto, president of the Marshall’s mens club lacrosse team, says his team has faced 
many difficulties playing on 
29th street field including inju-ries as well as problems playing 
on the field after bad weather. “The field has sinkholes and the playing surface is very un-even making it even more possible for players to hurt their knees and ankles,” Casto said. 
“When it rains the field basically turns into a giant mud puddle because of the lack of grass on it.”Casto hopes that the renova-tions will help his team stop losing players to injury and add to the growth of club sports by allowing 
them to have a nice home field.Paige Rabatin, the club sports li-aison for SGA, has high expectations 
for the field’s renovations. “I know there are plans to 
level the field, “ Rabatin said. “And they are going to add some storage facilities for equipment and bring in some sort of rest-room facility for the teams.”Rabatin said everyone will 
benefit from these renovations and the Huntington community will have a safer place to par-ticipate its club sports. The 29th street field is used for men’s and women’s rugby, lacrosse and recre-ational soccer practices and games.
Sarah Conners can be contacted 
at conners2@marshall.edu
Club sports get home to call their own 
HERDZONE.COM
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By WILL VANCE 
SPORTS EDITORMarshall football head coach Doc Holliday is feeling peachy over his 2014 recruiting class.After heavily tapping their tried and true pipeline to the Sunshine State in past recruiting classes, Holliday and his staff brought in eight players from the state of Georgia. Holliday said that the success of Georgians currently on the Herd’s roster speak to the regions talent. “We’ve had tremendous success with kids from Georgia,” Holliday said. “You look at [Michael] Selbe coming and playing early, the kids from Valdosta like Jermaine Holmes, you look at Neville Hewitt, Taj Letman, I mean those Georgia kids have all come in here and been great.”The makeup of the Herd’s coaching staff has helped the team spread its roots in Georgia. Marshall running backs coach Thomas Brown is from the Atlanta area and was a four-year starter for the Georgia Bulldogs. Tight ends coach and recruiting coordinator Todd Hartley is also a Georgia graduate. “Thomas Brown has his feet in Atlanta and helped us get a couple tremendous kids out of Atlanta,” Holliday said, “while Todd [Hartley] has the outskirts of Atlanta and we did a great job there too.”To have the success they had in the Peach State, Holliday and his staff had to brave the winter storms that put Georgia and much of the south into a state of emergency. Holliday says the help of Herd supporter made the difference for the Herd in Georgia. “Jeff Hoops was tremendous and gave me access to a private plane those last few week and we were able to stay ahead of the storms,” Holliday said. “Without it we wouldn’t have been able to do much because of the weather.”Even with the help, the Herd coaching staff could not totally avoid Mother Nature’s wrath.“We got in that mess in Atlanta like everyone else did. It took us six hours to move one mile one night,” Holliday said. “We 
ended up having to find a hotel.”With the Herd well-established in Georgia and Florida and growing more locally in Virginia and Ohio, coach Hol-liday said that recruiting is set up to continue being a success. 
“Where we are right now, we know exactly where our target areas are and if we continue to recruit those state well we’ll be 
fine,” he said.Holliday and his road-weary staff will get some down time ahead before gearing back up for spring practice. 
Will Vance can be contacted at vance162@marshall.
edu. 
Herd  football finds 
success in the Peach State
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THE PARTHENONCalling all country music fans, country singer Justin Moore will be performing live along with Randy Houser and Josh Thompson at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena this Saturday at 7 p.m.The concert is a part of the “Off The Beaten Path Tour” which 
took off November 1 in Springfield, Mo for a 57 city journey. Fans will have the chance to hear music from his new album, as well as his previous chart toppers including “Small Town USA,” and “Til My Last Day.”There are a limited amount of seats available and tickets are 
priced at $39.75 and $29.75. Tickets can be purchased at all Tick-etmaster locations, online at Ticketmaster.com or by phone at 
1-800-745-3000.
The Parthenon can be contacted at parthenon@marshall.
edu.
ALLEN J. SCHABEN | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT
Justin Moore performs during the Stagecoach Country Music Festival in 
Indio, Calif., April 28, 2012. 
Country singer 
Justin Moore 
coming to the 
Big Sandy 
Arena Saturday
By BRECKIN WELLS
THE PARTHENONTroika Ranch, the internation-ally known theater and dance company, will be performing its innovative work, “SWARM”, this 
Friday and Saturday at Marshall 
University’s 2014 Birke Fine 
Arts Festival at 7 p.m. in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse. The renowned theater and dance company from New York City is known for its artistic plat-form of the collaborative works of the company’s founders, choreographer Dawn Stoppi-ello and composer/media artist Mark Coniglio. Troika Ranch creates a diverse and contemporary art-work through a full examination of the moving body and its rela-tionship with technology makes 
the theater and dance company 
a perfect fit for the festival en-titled Trending Now: Artists and Audiences in the Information Age.Nicole Perrone, festival com-mittee chair, said the committee is pleased to be able to include Troika Ranch in the festival, as its work explores the festival’s central theme. “We are interested in a dia-logue about how the arts are responding to an audience that has grown accustomed to pop-ups, tweets and status updates; not only how we experience the arts, but where we experience them,” Perrone said. SWARM, the latest piece from Troika Ranch, will be an immer-sive, multimedia performance in which the movements of the 
audience allow them to collab-oratively compose the music, visual materials, theatrical lighting and the actions of the performers themselves. Stoppiello and Coniglio are spending this week prior to the performance at Marshall re-hearsing with theater and dance students and faculty, who will also perform in the piece.
“The Birke Fine Arts Fes-tival enables us to bring world-renowned artists and a contemporary, cutting-edge performance experiences to our students,” Perrone said. “It will be unlike anything they’ve ever seen; and we hope for the audi-ence too.”
Breckin Wells can be 
contacted at wells134@mar-
shall.edu.
THE PARTHENONThe Center for African Amer-ican Students will sponsor its 
annual Soul Food Feast at 2 p.m. Sunday in the John Mar-shall Dining Room. 
 “It is a joyful time to cel-ebrate the spirit of love, while 
enjoying the company and con-versation with family, friends, faculty, university students and others from throughout the community, enhanced by some of the most appetizing and traditional African Ameri-can dishes,” Maurice Cooley, associate vice president for In-tercultural Affairs and director of CAAS, said in a press release.A variety of traditional soul food such as fried chicken, chittlins, cornbread, collard greens, barbeque ribs, candied yams, macaroni and cheese and potato salad will be served. Beverages and desserts will also be available. The event costs $7 for stu-
dents and $15 for adults. Tickets can be purchased at the door or prior to the event.
The Parthenon can be 
contacted at parthenon@
marshall.edu. 
CAAS to serve up soul food Sunday
Birke Fine Arts Fest to feature 
Troika Ranch Friday, Saturday
By BRANDON BAILEY
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS 
(MCT)Twitter Inc. beat Wall Street’s expectations Wednesday by reporting a hefty boost in advertising sales for the final quarter 
of 2013, but it showed rela-tively slow gains in its user base.In the company’s first earnings report since a suc-cessful stock market debut last fall, the popular micro-blogging service said it had 
a net loss of $511 million on 
sales of $243 million for the quarter ending Dec. 31. That compares to a loss of $8.7 
million on revenue of $112 million in the same period a year earlier.Twitter said its user base 
increased to 241 million 
monthly active users, an in-crease of 30 percent from a year ago, but only about 
5 percent more than it re-ported in the third quarter of last year.Still, CEO Dick Costolo in-dicated he was pleased with the results. “Twitter finished a great year with our stron-gest financial quarter to date,” he said in a statement.Earnings for the fourth quarter amounted to a loss of $1.41 a share, or a gain 
of 2 cents a share after ex-cluding one-time charges. Analysts surveyed by Thom-son Reuters were expecting Twitter to report a loss of 40 cents a share for the quar-
ter, or a loss of 2 cents a share after excluding one-time charges, on revenues of 
$218 million.
An earnings loss isn’t surprising, since young com-panies traditionally spend heavily on expanding their infrastructure and granting stock options to new employ-ees. Wall Street is much more focused on Twitter’s revenue, which is fueled primarily from sales of mobile ads and was expected to nearly dou-
ble from the $112 million Twitter reported for the same period a year earlier.But analysts were also watching to see how much Twitter’s user base has 
grown from the 230 mil-lion monthly active users reported last fall. Twitter’s growth rate had slowed from 10 percent in the first 
quarter of 2013 to 7 percent in the second quarter and 6 percent in the third.
Twitter’s 1st earnings report beats 
expectations with big revenue boost
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The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
Please keep letters to the edi-tor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attachment. Lon-ger letters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discre-tion. Guest column status will not be given at the author’s re-quest. All letters must be signed and include an address or phone 
number for confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libel-ous statements, available space or factual errors. Compelling letters 
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NJ Transit will be grilled on inefficient transporting of Super Bowl fans
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By KAREN HOUSE
THE RECORD (MCT) Citing a “lackadaisical approach to planning,” the chairman of the New Jersey Senate’s Legislative Oversight Committee said Wednesday that hear-ings scheduled to look at why NJ Transit left trains in low-lying rail yards during Superstorm Sandy will be expanded 
to explore other high-profile problems with the state’s beleaguered mass tran-sit agency.Sen. Bob Gordon said the hearings will be broadened to include how the 
agency failed to efficiently move fans out of MetLife Stadium after the Super Bowl, why NJ Transit allowed the trademarks of seven of its logos to lapse and recent problems with the agency’s website.
Agency officials took down NJTransit.com for maintenance in the middle of a blizzard last month as travelers were desperately trying to access train sched-ules and get home. And the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office canceled the regis-trations of several NJ Transit logos when the agency missed renewal deadlines.Those incidents, as well as the prob-lems at the Super Bowl, have been chronicled in The Record.“In light of the events at the Super Bowl, the scope is expanding beyond 
the failures of Sandy to really encom-pass what I consider poor incident planning, whether the incidents are a man-made event like a Super Bowl or a natural disaster like Sandy. There seems to be a pattern of poor preparation and planning,” Gordon, D-Fair Lawn, said Wednesday.Complaints about NJ Transit’s handling of fans during what had been dubbed the 
first “Mass Transit Super Bowl” began well before kickoff on Sunday. Thousands of game-goers from the region and beyond formed a human logjam when three trains unloaded passengers at Secaucus Junction at the same time.People reported being unable to move for 40 minutes to an hour, an experience that left many feeling faint and frightened. Before the night was over, thousands more found themselves stranded at MetLife for hours after the game because there were not enough trains. One man told The Re-cord he and his son managed to get out of the stadium and paid $150 for a cab ride back to New York.NJ Transit had projected 10,000 to 12,000 would use its Meadowlands train service from Secaucus Junction to get to the stadium. Instead, 33,000 did, over-whelming the system.Buses were eventually brought in to 
relieve some of the crowding, but Trans-portation Commissioner Jim Simpson said it was impossible to get buses in earlier in the evening because there was no room around the stadium.NJ Transit spent well over $15,000 last year to send four employees to the Su-per Bowl in New Orleans — an expense 
the agency said was justified because it would provide valuable insight into how to handle transportation during the Su-per Bowl in East Rutherford.Sent to tour the city were Rich An-dreski, chief of staff of rail operations; Joseph Meade III, superintendent of the Hoboken rail operations; NJ Transit 
Police Officer Patrick Clark; and police 
official Robert Gatchell — who was one 
of the key officials charged with the agency’s preparations during Sandy. Penny Bassett Hackett, the high-ranking assistant executive director for com-munications and customer service, also 
attended official meetings in New Or-leans, but she said at the time she paid her own way because she loves football.Executive Director Jim Weinstein said at the time that the agency would prepare a report detailing what they learned from the visit. That report never materialized.Gordon, who said he is looking at the 
early half of March for hearings, said his 
office is preparing to file a public records request with NJ Transit for a variety of documents, including:—A list of rail equipment that was damaged or destroyed during Sandy and records describing how NJ Transit planned for that natural disaster.—Information on any personnel that were disciplined. Gov. Chris Christie told The Record’s editorial board last year that a low-level worker was responsible for moving the rail cars to the low-lying, 
flood-prone rail yards in Hoboken and Kearny. He claimed the worker was a 
civil servant who could not be fired. However, NJ Transit has never been a civil service agency, and no one at NJ Transit has backed the governor’s claim about a low-level worker.Gordon also questioned whether NJ Transit will produce an after-action report.Gordon’s announcement comes two days after Assemblyman John Wisniewski, who is leading the investi-gation of the George Washington Bridge scandal that has engulfed the Christie administration, called for NJ Transit, Su-
per Bowl and other officials to examine the handling of transportation to and from the game.
And on Tuesday, state Sen. Paul Sarlo, chairman of the Senate Budget and Ap-propriations Committee, demanded that 
NJ Transit officials “explain themselves” now or face questions from him at com-mittee budget hearings in March.Gordon said NJ Transit raised expec-tations by announcing it was ready for fans to use its rail line to get to the game. 
Then, he said, “you find they don’t even have a backup plan they could have implemented.”Gordon, who has worked in emer-gency management, said he would expect the planning to have involved tabletop exercises that anticipated the unexpected.“We’re all beating up on NJ Transit, but there may be some blame to share,” he said.NJ Transit did not respond to ques-tions about Gordon’s expanded probe into its operations, or about what law enforcement agencies were involved in the transportation planning, or whether an after-action report will be done for the Super Bowl.“This was an opportunity really for New Jersey to shine,” Gordon said. “Clearly, the aura of the Super Bowl was damaged,” Gordon said. “I want to 
find out, ‘How can we learn from this?’ 
By KAREN KAPLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)Chinese health authorities 
have identified a brand-new type 
of bird flu that killed an elderly woman in November and in-fected at least one other person in January.That trend prompted the experts to call for stepped-up surveillance to track the new 
H10N8 influenza virus in poultry markets and in human patients.“The pandemic potential of this novel virus should not be underestimated,” the medical team wrote in a report published Wednesday by the journal Lancet.Genetic analysis of the H10N8 
influenza virus revealed that it 
has two mutations that make flu viruses more virulent in mam-mals, according to the Lancet report.
But the researchers also shared some encouraging news. Investigators have not found any evidence of person-to-person transmission so far, and tests showed that the virus is sensitive 
to the drugs Tamiflu (oseltami-
vir) and Relenza (zanamivir).
The new strain is the first flu virus found in humans that com-bines a gene to make an H10 hemagglutinin protein and a gene to make an N8 neuramini-dase protein. Hemagglutinin 
allows flu particles to latch onto a host cell, which it enters to make copies of itself. Then neuramini-
dase allows the new flu particles to leave the host and attack other cells.“Human infection with avian 
influenza A H10N8 virus has not been reported previously,” the authors wrote.
Here’s what health officials 
were able to determine about the initial H10N8 victim, a 73-year-old woman from Nanchang City:She was already suffering from high blood pressure, coronary heart disease and a neuromus-cular disorder called myasthenia 
gravis when her flu symptoms appeared on Nov. 27, 2013. At 
first, she had a cough and chest tightness. Two days later, she started to run a fever.The woman was admitted to a hospital on Nov. 30 with a tem-perature of nearly 101.5 degrees Fahrenheit. Her fever later rose to nearly 103 degrees F. CT scans revealed that portions of her 
lungs had filled with liquid. Then both sides of her lungs developed pleural effusions, a dangerous 
condition of fluid buildup in the space that surrounds the lungs.After one week, blood tests showed signs of liver and kidney 
failure. She was treated with antibiotics, antiviral drugs, ste-roids and a blood protein called albumin. Doctors put her on a mechanical ventilator to help her breathe.Despite these efforts, “the patient’s condition became pro-gressively serious: she developed severe pneumonia, septic shock and multiple organ failure,” ac-cording to the Lancet study. The woman died nine days after she fell ill.Specimens from her trachea showed that H10N8 was the 
dominant flu in her system. The research team concluded that the H10 gene was most closely related to a virus found in Chi-nese ducks and that the N8 gene originated in birds from North America. The other genes from 
the flu strain were probably from an H9N2 virus circulating in 
Chinese poultry. The researchers hypothesized that an as-yet un-detected strain of H10N8 in wild birds infected a poultry bird with H9N2, and that the two strains then re-combined to form the vi-rus that killed the elderly woman.But for now, this scenario re-mains speculative. The woman did visit a live poultry market four days before she became sick, 
but she stayed for only five min-utes and never handled any live chickens herself. Tests of birds in that market have so far failed to turn up any samples of the fatal H10N8 virus.The epidemiological portion of the investigation also found that the woman did not encoun-
ter anybody with flu symptoms in the two weeks before she be-came sick. None of her 17 close contacts — including family members, caregivers and health 
care providers — had the flu be-fore or after her illness.The patient’s family did not al-low doctors to conduct an autopsy, which prevented the investigators from conducting some of the tests they normally do.Still, the experts said they know enough to be wary of the H10N8 virus, which could be-come extremely dangerous if it were to develop the ability to jump from person to person. The research team noted that there was a six-month gap between the 
first human case of H5N1 flu (in Hong Kong in 1997) and the next 17 cases, so now is the time to be vigilant with H10N8.
“The first human infection 
with novel avian influenza A H10N8 virus further increases the importance of surveillance for pandemic preparedness and response,” they wrote.
China reports first human case of new, deadly, H10N8 bird flu
